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SEI Adopts ASTM Standard for Equine Racing Body Protectors

McLean, VA . . .. December 22, 2008. The Safety Equipment Institute (SEI) is pleased
to announce the approval of a new standard, ANSI/ASTM F2681-2008, Specification for
Body Protectors Used in Equine Racing, for use in the SEI certification program. At its
December 5, 2009 meeting, the SEI Board of Directors adopted this standard to
compliment its equestrian helmet and body protector certification programs.

ANSI/ASTM F2681-2008, Specification for Body Protectors Used in Equine Racing,
covers the design and minimum performance criteria and associated test methods for
body protectors used in horse sports and horseback riding. The new American National
Standard provides requirements for the material used, protector assembly, extent and
form of protective material, attachments, dimension, sizing and body coverage of body
protectors. ANSI/ASTM F2681-2008 defines five testing procedures that body protectors
are subject to: shock attenuation test, penetration and deformation test, impact sites test,
padding separation test and closure test. The standard also stipulates that prior to
testing, each body protector should be conditioned in accordance with ambient
temperature, low temperature, high temperature and water immersion.

The SEI certification programs encompass annual product testing of all certified safety
and protective equipment product models and quality assurance audits are conducted
annually at the manufacturer’s facility. SIRC, located in Knoxville, TN, is the laboratory
under contract to SEI who will perform the testing for this program. SIRC, an A2LA
accredited laboratory, also conducts testing of equestrian helmets and equestrian vests
used in horseback riding for the SEI program.

SEl certifies hard hats, safety eyewear, emergency eyewash and safety showers, bump
caps; fall protection equipment; fire service SCBA and rescue tools, fire fighters'





[image: image2.png]helmets, boots and gloves for wildland, USAR, proximity and structural fire fighting; gas
detector tube units; hazardous materials protective ensembles; CBRN protective
ensembles; protective clothing for emergency medical operations; personal alert safety
systems (PASS) for fire fighters; fire service life safety rope, equestrian helmets and
vests and bicycle helmets.

Information about SEI's certification program and the most current version of the SEI
Certified Product List, can be accessed on SEI's web site, www.SElnet.org. The SEI
home page includes the SEI Certified Product List which provides certified product
model names and numbers, manufacturer's names, and contact information.

A copy of the SEI Certified Product List may also be obtained free of charge by writing
to SEI, 1307 Dolley Madison Blvd., McLean, VA 22101. Requests may also be sent by
fax: 703/442-5756 or by e-mail at: info@SElnet.org.




